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Ur* Tlncaat 7* Salasdrla 
2226 Daleaeay PI* 
miadalphla* Pa* S 

Y 

Dear incap 










Thia letter la the beglimiae of tha record I proralaed you I would sake 

of the awftLl thing you haTe been doing and hawe Juat aeoompliBhed. Yeiheie Juat 

protected the Warren ^portp Mtomay General Clerk and ereryono in any resote 

way oonneoted with the aas^eeinationa and their inweetigetione fros total 

deetruotiona You haTs done for t^ gcTemsent whet it could not poeaibly here 

Bocomplished for itaelf* In lha coiuree of ao doing, you hawa probably ruined 

Ils Gerriaon'a reputation among not juet eritica, but among all those decent 

people who do have an xuideraten* ing of the feet and dos or will come to under- 

stand the unperelleled op. ortunity m the exploitation of which you prsTented. 

Particularly beeeuee of your unreined parenoia that almost eweryone 

elee ia an agent, a terror you aesiduoualy tranasitted to ^ia, do X mphaaize that 

if you were an agent you could not poaaibly hate acccoipliahad se much# I ecaild build 

a such better oaae of agency against you tiian you hate against anyone* 

It has, to me, been one of the tregedlea that you, one of the first- 

pubdiahed exitica, ware the first to abdicate and were strong in your afforta to 

persuade the rest of ua continuing the fi^t for truth end the integrity of our 

society waa a futility* It is possible to interpret your recent actlTlty and in- 
in Judicious 

ix^AilBie use of your influence as a conacioua or aubconacioua attaapt to Justify 
your abdication, your cowardie^of yeue quitting* 

It ia also poB&ible to argue that you are engaging in a eelf-Juatifi cation 
because you not only rafuaad to help but tried to diasuede roe whan I e eked you to 
act ae my lawyer in an effort to bring out whet you haYc juert prewented Jim from doing* 



You are consistent 
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In talking to me ^rldajr night you made much of youi* Judgementp end 1 
asked you to azemine the record it has made for you. I ehallp to a limited degree, 
for 1 have no time for the gilding of likUea. It ia your om ezeellant judgement, 
you aeid, th.‘ t you had to uae fbr Jin* a benefit* In each of the few of the aTeilable 
inetaneee of your judgement that I will cite I eak Jwu to pretend you ere not invol- 
Tad, thct you ore impartial, snd then eak the q^ueation, lla this inconeietent with 
the action of an egent?** 

My first experience with you end your •• judgonent** wae when you prerented 
Dbtb Dellinger* e publication of a reriew of THTTE^AiS. ^ou then accused me of pleg- 
ieidiiB, eeying I had drawn on the work of others (non-ezlatent at the time I wrote 
that book« aa you atmuld haye known), ^hen I eh^^llangad you and diappcved your 
Blender, actually in the form of blackmail, intehded to force me to give yen credit 
for what ^ had done, you foldMddxthe course of Selandria honor and did not with- 
draw your fbul and eelf-aerring alandera. ^hia first instance of Salemdrle ** judge- 
ment*’ coat me «>nd honeat criticism of the Werren ^port acceea to the progresaive- 
peoce press, for had **Li be ration**, in thet very early day, p^'ld attention to aolid 
criticiam of the Haport in honest books, that press laight not thereafter hare been 
silent for eo long. 

Th-n there is your ** judgemienV* in your writing about the bullets. You, 
the progreealwe lawyer, the men who detests the ezoesaea of the FBI, actually 
dedicated your writing to an FBI agent, Frazier. You rlttmt praised him eaetatioally 
fbr hia raise, deoeptiwe and crucially-corrupting testimony before the Gomniasion. 
Had Frazier teetifled really honestly, the frameup of Oswald end with him thet of 
history would have been impoasible. You dedicated your writing to him, thus, inher- 
ently to hi a agency and J • Sdgar ^^oover. 

Consistent with this is your handling of the FBI report when you wrote 
about it. Not once did you m€»antlon the fact thet the FBI, the seme agency to which, 
in affect, you dedioetad your labor, pretended to provide the definitive report on 
the murder of the Preeident without accounting for §11 the shots it knew had been 
fired and without even accounting for all the injuries it knew had been inflicted. 
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At that tiioe my disposition vgc to clobber you for your stal?»rt defense end pro- 
tection of the FBI. How I now regret I did not, that I decided this could be the kind 
of error the potentiel for which woe eorefully built In by the other side, the eort 
of oTwrelght that was possible with the needleso complexity of the material. I accept 
full reaponelblllty for this end acknowledge my own Judges^t was deficient, that 
your glorification of Frezlar end hla agency riiould hawe decided me otberwlae. 

uhte conalstent with all of this la your excellant judgement when you 
began to atudy the ^apruder film. *^ott were dewoutly oonTinced end tried to perauade 
eweryona tuat Connally could not hare been hit tntli, what waa It, Fpaaa 887 (If ao, 
you picked a good one, for that or one close does not exist}? Do you haww to be 
reminded of ycur boorlshnese when you were Inwited to partlelimta on a radio xurogrmn 
that waa auppoaad to be mine, when you flillbuatered with eonaum’nate Terboalty for 
moat of the four hours on Just this? That certainly was one way of being on a 
program for VfilTAt A^U, the firat An that area and on a station with ao wideapread 
an audience. Thla conduct of .voura, idiateTer caused It, is not inconsistent with that 
of an agent trying to mialead and to deny attention to genuine arltlcal writing. 

^th thlB record of hindering ma and a solid work, who did you f help? 
Kpateln, and tba name should be anou^ coiasentary. Thempaon, the man who came up 
with the eopout foxssule that might cet the gowernmant off the hook « What better 
examplea can be cited of your superb Judgement I 

I skip to your December whirlwind In New Orleans, where you spent 
*^van^ minute ycu could to persuading ha should trust nobody and that ersrybody 
was or is an agent, '^his was unnecessary, was not warranted by any fact. In doing 
t'ols you succeeded in separating him from some he mi^t hawe gotten worthMille 
help and judgements from and were your o«n terror campaign age Inst him and his 
peace of mind, ^ou could not haye done more to frighten and disorient him. Thd^, 
for no reason at all, you mixed with your pose of gr^y eminence a stance as 
Counteragent ^o. 1. ^ou went around and put on guard those who might be, for no 
reason, based on no knowledge, tna with such ferocity of determination it waa not 

poaalble to atop you, ^ou then blew anexcall.nt chance of Inflicting the (reataat 
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damage on the other elde end In the doing|-laid o foundation for grest hurt to ua 
end Jim* fhere was no possible r^onal reason for the things you did and aaidy no 
possible constructiwa purpose to be serwed by them* Jaffe had elreaay agreed to 
surrender hie credentials vhluntarlly, as X hed persuaded him earlier that morn- 
Ingp when he sdcnolvledged to me that he might elraady hare hurt ^im by the thlnge 
he had done while he carried them, ^ecsuse it le unpardonable for a prlTste citisen to 
prettmia to apeak for the district cttomey of a major city, end in such a case, I 
did not take them. Only tjpt you have the truly superior Judgem nt thet impela you 
to do such things, publicly c^nd to entmlee, so there will be no aecret about It. Bm 
la not the only one I so persuaded, pritately, without stink or the poscibility of 
hermful publicity for Jin. So, the one major socompliabm^t of tnet outatendlng 
demonstration of Selendrla judgement, good aenae and rmal diplomatic tact, that 
puiutesaence of understanding of egents and how they work - end of counter-lntelll- 
geace know-how - was to immediately warn Laaarre. True genius- Salandria style. 

l^rith this but pert of your record you pret'^nd to hafs judgaiaent not 
demeenin? to o pre-puberty ^ongollan idiot? You presiaae to adwiaa anyone? 

You pose as Jim's Ikiend? ^et those things ycM haws so loudly, so 
ostentaeioufily done in hie name cannot but hurt him* X ceonot bell ewe your own 
experience in the world did not so warn you, as I cannot ignore that with auU 
the Tahemenoe poaelbla you did it. 

How you could presume to hold an opinion on tie currant matter without 
the most careful analysis of the pgpere Clerk filed in court with your training 
as a lawyer ajioe]>ea comprehension. V.hen you did this, with complete shandonmrnt of 
logic and reason, and X tiled to get you to understand whet, for tbs first time, we 
really had, you were ncTcr once responsiwe* ^caus^- others were present, i ^resume, 
you newer once let me finish a thing without an interruption that was in no single 
instance germsine* Prior to Fensterwald* s arrival, ell you would talk about was the 
inewitabilityuthet he, too, is cn agent. The reason boiled down to that he had failed 
to owerthrow the govenam ntl 



Kot once were you ©v?n In point, not onoe did yax :a>5ke t a slightast 

•fi'ort to respond to or refute enyttaing* ^ou toad an answer for eTcrythlhg; a trep! 

Vould that SB hbd acre such trape and fewer "friends" and "hslpera" Ilk* you! It 

Just le not possible to adequately describe your une of the word •trap", for with 

east 1 bed by tLsn already dlecoTered In tbe papers at Iseus In that ■wry court. 

It wae e •'tx-ep" like none other, aver. Vibet we bere Is the Attorney General certlfy- 

and 

ing the IVarren ^pcrt and Ita account of ttm Inwestlgatlon* of the -aurder of the 
x'reBident wee' fraudulent and that key witnesHaa hed^erjured themselTBs* did hsw 
an out, DOW that be bod be n forced to prowlde deacrlptlons of the auppreased ewl- 
denae «e bad not prewloualy bed. fie c«tld plead tbs ewidence wea faked! 

Sons trap! Soraa Judgement! Soma Solnndria! 

VihoeTor wao reenonelble fbr that tln^nlck pfcone onLl to Uuna Bertel 
In tbe eourtroom waa slao rooponalbla for tbe preservation of this monster War-ea 
^^P'.^rt end eYorythlng fiowin»x f ow and connected with it. Hla spaotacplur aucceas 
Mould neve bean ebort-lived bod it not be-^n for your valorous beokstopplns. ?or 
the flrat time, in a court of law - and in %3blagton! - we bad a chance of doing 
»hat hod never bei;n dona and what had never before been possible, and you prevented 
it! For tbe first time we could, in a court of law, have eetabllehsd ^ Invalidity 
and much more - tbe motive - end you saved the government end Its henchman. 

And you dare talk of ethers ss egentet 

Bed we teen able to go ahead, wa w uld have done more then oooompUsh 
»hat la clear froi the above. We could hsvo protected Jim. A victory In ibahington 
would hfive volldeted ell his clslma of govammont Interferenoe that today stand 
without aupport to tbs everage cltlwan and the preea. Again we would have do n^ more, 
-a would hf'Ve given him a victory much more significant than emvlntlng Clcy Shaw 
can possibly be. Slraulteneously, we would have put fclxn in the pr.altlon *dwre avan 
a defeat In the Shaw case would have been, a victory for him. All thsre things your 
great ju-igeatent rnd dedicated friendship spared him. 



Inevitably oaw mho hae nritlen joich finds v,bat na baa trlttto aoTOtimee 
appropriate in other cases. 1 refer you to the epilogue to iHUiUSE II, vhera I 
adireaa ayaalf to the record of the lata rrasiaent'o "friends". On the first poge 
of this strongly-felt urltlng 1 say "The late irosidsnt had such friends he had no 
nsad for on<ates. Caesar's friends had more honor. Ihoy torlced in the open." ishatever 
your ootlve, nothing could better deaoriha yoor "friendship" with Jla, your perfor- 
mance es his trusted "friend". It is like eastretlon as a disease preventive. 

I canuct ignore whet ^ heard Friday nl^t end what you did Saturday 
aornlng. 3ud phoned ne early to tell me of your cell to him. In the jaidile of the 
loudest possible donunclotlon of any move in hashlogton, the one place we could not 
Icae by moving, ^Im phoned you. ^ou than, pointedly, aeld you were moving the 
phone to me close to the one to him ac I could heer what you were ssying, and you 
went out of your t;ay to let him know. »hat you then did and said la as opposed to 
what you etoppad doing and saying to mo ae It could posslhle be. -Ince It «ee, 
as you knee, not necessary to move th ^dione. If you did, for I heard evirything 
anyi-ey, I cen only asEume your vor&a ware for ^Im’a bant fit. in tale oaae synom- 
ymotts with decfiptlon. Then you lssi.edlately turn eround when you think yen had 
disarmed ms and do the oppoalte again. If this doea not provide a meaeure of Judge- 
meat, it osrtelhly does of honor end honorable latent, without putting the phone 
down you tell me you ere uneltersbly opposed to proceeding end alnultaneously 
tell Jim you see no good reason why he should notl Then you eooo beck on the phone 
to me and tell ms the esme thing ell over again, w# should proceed. lou euro 

wented to be cavteln I got the nmssage, Alhn^t you? 

Without carrying thle further, which ie posilbla, I tell you 1 think 
It mftlcca a persueelve ergument thet you ere, indeed, what you cell everycne else, 
an agent. I also tell you whet you have often heard me say, whether or net a man 
does what ha doea for pay la not ea aignlficant aa the affect of what he does. . 
You have made your own record, and I shell do with it whet I can. * 

Important to me to decide whether or not you ere or could bo an agent. It la aum«- 



icient for me to understand tbcit If you are an ai'ent 'xliat you hpve done fa more 
lion4)rel)l©t for tbou you will hare beon faithiVil to cone trust, have dorif '■hat ooiQr»- 
cne bod the right to axp^t of you. 

^cu hsTB written the nost Invldioue p^urt of our hlctory* Schiller, 
no Tho!np60ii, no Epetein, no Roberts cf •^friend’* ll’-co Sollngt^r hes been oble 
to apT-^06ch ?Ai6t you dene. Xt ixiey be years before this cen be properly 

recorded, for there ie couFtmetive work to be done. Eventually, It uuat be. 

^nu tiust get full credit. Yoi*u hrve eerneJ It. 

Bearing on whether of not youXare or mlgjit be an sfisnt Is ycur 
luallfl cation. If you are not you do oert e prime prerequisite, s psycholofSLcol 
one. There In preference for thoee with ; erenola end o tendency for aclf-deetr ction. 
Like oil paroncidc, ycu can be and still not be er£.re, believe eny effort to so 
augi'ect is part of o treoanduoui: campel^ in soma Tfey to "gat” you. Bit If you era 
not en agent, you certainly are d very elok uen. I doubt you would herd tiy advice 
or that of enyonc clrr, but if you ere not sn ogsnt you ere lone oveidue lr» seeking 
fioojpetktnt hiiilp. this subject you ere complrtoly Irretlonal, your raactiona ure 
without sense or possibility of acuomp lehnient^ 

Ae I told you In Hew Orleens, th^^se f IghtfUl things you do, regardlees of 
what Impels them {^loo hse an apt fhrsse about how muoh Ctster^s scout had earned 
Ouster^ s trust), so unsettle roe they rnnka It Iripos^lble for me to work well for 
eaverel daye. If you peralet in thle dubious careor, do aa tho favor of doing it 
without any contect at sll with me* 

It sickens xe to write one of us as ^ hove you. I told you X would. 

f 

I have but a single oonasent to odd. If you ore an agent, my hat is off and 
my cepe S'^lrla. 

Sincerely, 



Harold TJelsberg 



